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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, May 16, 2012 

7:30 pm 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, May 16, 2012, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  
Andrea Eisenberg 

Bruce Hartleben 

    Jim MacDonald 

 
Members Absent:  Patty Kiernan 

 

Staff Present:   None 

 

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 

New Cases: 

 

1. Satellite Music Studio   Case #ARB12-09 
 295 North Bedford Road   Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549      

 

Chairman Kelly called the first case, Satellite Music Studio – 295 North 
Bedford Road.  Frank Enea (tenant) appeared before the Board.   

 

Mr. Enea explained to the Board that he would like to put up a wall sign 

above the windows, not above the door.  Jim MacDonald asked the applicant 

to clarify the location of this building.  The applicant stated that if you make 
a left going to Grand Prix, his building is the second building on the left 

(right next to Simone Auto).  Chairman Kelly asked the applicant if he is also 

on the monument sign.  Mr. Enea said yes he is part of the monument sign.  

Mr. Enea explained that he used to have a sign on the side of the building, 
which he thinks is a better location for the sign, and added that he was told 

he could only install the sign over the door.  Chairman Kelly added that the 

sign is required to be above the entrance.    

 
Jim MacDonald asked if his logo was part of the sign.  Mr. Enea stated yes 

that the logo has the same font as what is proposed for the sign.  Andrea 

Eisenberg asked what material the sign is made out of.  Mr. Enea stated that 

the sign is an aluminum sign.  Andrea Eisenberg added that there will not be 
much maintenance needed.  Chairman Kelly asked if the applicant is 

proposing any lighting.  Mr. Enea said that there is an existing light fixture 

there already which will go over the sign.  Jim MacDonald said he has no 

issues with the signage proposal, but added the suggestion of painting the 

door or the wall to match the color of the sign.   
 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to approve the signage for 

Satellite Music at 295 North Bedford Road as presented with the 

understanding that the lighting be moved above the sign and that 
the applicant is going to paint the door to match the maroon color of 

the sign.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
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2. BDW Roofing, LLC    Case #ARB12-13 

 421 Lexington Avenue   Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 

Chairman Kelly called the second case, BDW Roofing – 421 Lexington 

Avenue.  Donal Holohan (owner) appeared before the Board.   

 
Chairman Kelly asked where the sign is going to be located.  Mr. Holohan 

said he plans to locate the sign on the front of his property to the right of his 

walkway between the curb and the front of the building.  He added that it 

will be a double-sided sign, and it will not be on an angle.  Mr. Holohan said 
the sign will be a blue sign with gold leaf lettering.  Chairman Kelly asked 

what color the posts are going to be.  Mr. Holohan said the posts will be 

white.  Mr Holohan said that the sign is maintenance free, and that it will 

match the fence on the right side.  He added that the sign will have a 
colonial cap on both sides.  Chairman Kelly asked if the sign said “by 

appointment only” because of zoning.  Mr. Holohan explained that he had to 

include that on the sign because they are not open during the day like a 

store.   

 
Jim MacDonald stated he has no issue with the sign, but made the 

suggestion of adding a base to the sign like the Board has done in the past 

with other signs.  Mr. Holohan stated there is a base cap.  Bruce Hartleben 

asked how high the sign is.  Jim MacDonald clarified that the sign is six feet 
high to the top of the post.  Mr. Holohan stated that his sign is very similar 

to the sign of Plants & Things (also located on Lexington Avenue).  Chairman 

Kelly asked the applicant if he is proposing any lighting with the application.  

Mr. Holohan said there will be small hidden ground lights that will be 
projected onto the sign.  He added that the light will not be visible, that 

people will just see the shadow onto the sign.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the 

lights will shine from the top down or from the bottom up.  Mr. Holohan 

stated they will shine from the bottom up.  Chairman Kelly advised the 

applicant to make sure that the illumination doesn’t spill off his property into 
the street.  Chairman Kelly asked the applicant to supplement his application 

with a copy of his site plan marking on the site plan where the location of 

the sign is going to be.  Chairman Kelly explained he should do this so that it 

is clear and part of the record that the sign is on the applicants property.    
 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to approve the signage for 

BDW Roofing at 421 Lexington Avenue with the understanding that 

the six foot high post will have a base component to it, that the 
lighting will be from the bottom shooting up per code, and that the 

applicant will supplement the application with a site plan showing 

signage location.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 
3. Michael Gallagher    Case #ARB12-10 

 43 Marion Avenue    New front entrance,  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549   roofed platform, & steps 

 

Chairman Kelly called the third case, 43 Marion Avenue.  Theodore Strauss 
(Architect) appeared before the Board.   

 

Mr. Strauss explained that the night before he received an approval for a 

variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He stated that the house was 
built in 1915 (which predated zoning), and at that time the majority of the 

houses were closer to the front property line and the twenty-five foot 

setback.  Mr. Strauss clarified that in order to get a basic approval he 

needed to get a variance from the ZBA, which was granted last night 
unanimously.  Mr. Strauss explained that he is proposing to remove the 
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existing wood steps that are dangerous and have started bucking, and to 

erect a new platform, which will be the safe egress from the front door.  Mr. 

Strauss passed out photos of the house.  He added that they are asking for 
one change.  Mr. Strauss stated that he is requesting the trim to be white 

instead of tan, which is what they proposed originally.  Mr. Strauss said the 

foundation is stone to match the existing foundation.  He added that the 

finished surface of both the platform and the steps will be blue stone.  Jim 
MacDonald asked what the railing will be made out of.  Mr. Strauss stated 

that the railing will be white, and will be made out of steel.  Mr. Strauss 

added that the roof material will be a charcoal gray which will match the 

existing, and that the trim will be white.  Andrea Eisenberg asked what 
material the steps will be made out of.  Mr. Strauss said that the risers will 

be stone and the treads will be blue stone.   

 

Jim MacDonald wanted to clarify the scope of the work.  Mr. Strauss said the 
scope of work is the removal of the existing wood steps, and the foundation 

& new platform.  Chairman Kelly asked the size of the columns.  Mr. Strauss 

said the columns are ten inches.  Chairman Kelly asked if the doors are 

changing.  Mr. Strauss stated no, the doors will be staying the same.  Bruce 

Hartleben wanted to clarify that moving windows is not part of the 
application.  Mr. Strauss stated they are not proposing to move windows.  

Jim MacDonald asked if the door proposed is a new door.  Mr. Strauss said 

no the door is remaining.  Chairman Kelly asked if there was any special 

lighting proposed.  Mr. Strauss responded that there is no lighting being 
presented.  Jim MacDonald asked if the metal railing is round or square.  Mr. 

Strauss said the posts will be square posts, and the rail cap will be an angled 

cap.  He added that the railing will also be made of steel. 

 
Motion:  Chairman Kelly made the motion to approve the proposed 

changes for 43 Marion Avenue noting that the entry columns will be 

ten inches in diameter, the trim will be white, the railings will be 

steel, the existing bay window is not being changed, and that the 

stone is to match the existing house.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 

 

4. Oelker, Cox & Sinatra    Case #ARB12-12 

 Funeral Home     Façade Alterations  
 262 (266) Main Street    

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Kelly called the fourth case, Oelker, Cox & Sinatra Funeral Home – 
262 (266) Main Street.  Frank Sinatra (owner), Joe Reilly (KG&D Architects), 

and Travis Shanell (KG&D Architects) appeared before the Board. 

 

Mr. Reilly stated that the building is currently clad and stucco, has aging 
wood windows & wood trim, and needs a restoration and upgrade.  He said 

they are proposing to remove the stucco, remove the windows, and remove 

the exterior trim.  They will be replacing the stucco with a cement fiberboard 

clapboard siding hardiplank.  They will be adding a face stone, cultured 

stone base below the water table line around the building and set it off from 
the ground.  They will be re-roofing the building with a fiberglass asphalt 

shingle, and replacing the windows with aluminum clad wood windows.  

Chairman Kelly asked what the exposure is.  Mr. Reilly stated it is 5 ½”.   

 
Jim MacDonald asked beyond the façade work, if there is any mass 

adjusting.  Mr. Reilly replied that they are not changing any massing of the 

building.  They are not doing anything to the site plan or to the exterior 

lighting.  He said that they are re-making the envelope of the building to 
make it weather tight again, and will be doing it in such a way that it will last 
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a long time.  Mr. Reilly stated that the porch was added seven years ago, 

and that it is not being touched.  He added that there is a small awning that 

is being replaced.  He said right now it is a green awning, and they will be 
replacing it with a blue awning to match the color of the shutters.  Chairman 

Kelly asked what the corner boards are made of.  Mr. Reilly answered that 

they are white azac as is the window trim and door trim.  Jim MacDonald 

asked if the flashing is aluminum.  Mr. Reilly said the flashing is aluminum, 
except the chimney will be flashed with copper.  Chairman Kelly asked if 

they are proposing luver or panel.  Mr. Sinatra responded, panel.  Andrea 

Eisenberg asked if any changes were proposed for the chimney.  Mr. Reilly 

answered that they are just re-flashing it, and not changing the 
configuration of it.  

 

Chairman Kelly asked what the story is with the chimney behind the 

chimney.  Mr. Sinatra stated he was not sure.  Chairman Kelly asked the 
applicants to look into it.  Mr. Sinatra added that he is aware that there are 

two fireplaces (one up in the apartment also).  Mr. Reilly stated that there 

may be a second flue.  He added that if it is inactive they will remove it, and 

it won’t be a big deal.  Jim MacDonald asked if the antennas would also be 

coming down.  Mr. Sinatra stated yes that it is all being removed.   
 

Andrea Eisenberg asked if there is any change to the signage.  Mr. Sinatra 

responded that the only thing they are changing is the green awning to a 

blue awning.  Chairman Kelly asked the Board Secretary if the awning 
should come as a separate application before the Board for signage.  The 

Board Secretary responded no, because there is no lettering being presented 

and it is just an architectural feature.  Chairman Kelly wanted to make sure 

that the record shows that the applicant has been before the Board to 
change the color of the awning.   

 

Motion:  Bruce Hartleben made the motion to approve the 

application for Oelker, Cox & Sinatra Funeral Home at 262 (266) 

Main Street with the understanding that if the second flue is not 
being used that the applicant remove it and patch over it.  Jim 

MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

5. Jeffrey & Elizabeth Wichmann  Case #ARB12-11 
 35 Croton Avenue    New 1 story 2 car     

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549   garage with mudroom  

attached to existing 

residence 
 

Chairman Kelly called the fifth case, 35 Croton Avenue.  Jeffrey & Elizabeth 

Wichmann (owners), Ira Grandberg (Architect), & Craig Intinarelli 

(Grandberg & Associates) appeared before the Board. 
 

Mr. Grandberg explained that the Zoning Board of Appeals approved their 

request for a variance last evening.  He said that they are proposing to put 

an addition onto a 1920’s home that basically is an extension of what was a 

garage, which is now a family room that was converted in the early 
seventies.  The house has no present garage and no rear entry.  He said 

they have designed it so that the new addition comports to all the roof lines 

of the existing family room and all the pitches are the same.  The 

fenestration is the same to match the ___ and stucco.  Mr. Grandberg said 
that the rendering is an accurate perspective of what the applicant is doing.  

He added that they are basically taking the existing family room, which is a 

slab on a dirt sub-grade, very damp and would not meet today’s standards, 

and replace it with an identical size space and identical size roof pitch.  The 
shingles are architectural grade to match what is on the house now.  The 
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stucco will also match exactly what is on the house now. They will probably 

use azac on the wood trim.  They are installing a covered porch, which will 

have a Douglas Fir true timber arch portal into the new mudroom vestibule.  
It will also add to the negative space so that the garage and the mass of the 

house aren’t one, and it doesn’t become overscale.  Once again, the pitch of 

the garage matches the pitch of the main house and the pitch at the portal 

matches the pitch of the existing family room.   
 

Chairman Kelly asked if they are proposing to take anything down.  Mr. 

Grandberg replied they would be opening up the stud walls and taking them 

out.  They will be putting in new footings, and potentially (based on a rock 
ledge or not) be putting a playroom down below.  Mr. Grandberg added that 

what is going to be replaced is identical in pitch.  He said that they are also 

taking the back wall of the house out.  Jim MacDonald asked if the chimney 

is existing.  Mr. Grandberg said no, the chimney is new.  What they are 
doing from a design point of view is enlarging the kitchen that is there and it 

is going to go into the existing screened porch.  They are taking out a tile 

wall system and putting steel across so they can open the kitchen up to the 

family room and the access to the kitchen will be the chimney, the fireplace.  

The design of the fireplace is a cottage fireplace that comports to the era of 
the house and scales pretty nicely with the main house.  It is representative 

of the stucco fireplace chimney.  Jim MacDonald asked about the window 

above the garage.  He asked if it is flat with an attic space above.  Mr. 

Grandberg answered it was a loft area for storage.   
 

Chairman Kelly asked about the playroom.  Mr. Grandberg said you can’t see 

it.  It is flush to grade with a metal grate (inch metal grate with a liner) with 

planting all the way around it.  Chairman Kelly also questioned drainage.  
Mr. Grandberg stated they would tie into the footing drains.  Mr. Grandberg 

said that shutters would match what is existing.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if 

the fence between the properties is existing or not.  Mr. Grandberg stated 

the fence is there now.  It is a picket fence from the next-door neighbor.   

 
Chairman Kelly questioned the floor area ratio.  Mr. Grandberg said it is 

approximately 2,000 square feet for the main house and they are adding 

900 square feet.  He added that they are within the building coverage.  

Chairman Kelly stated he thought the Village tweaked the rules regarding 
the lower level.  Chairman Kelly asked about the garage door.  Mr. 

Grandberg said it is a carriage style garage with a two and a quarter inch 

garage door.  It is coming from a place called Ed’s Garage Doors up in 

Connecticut. 
 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to approve the application 

for 35 Croton Avenue as presented.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 
 

Minutes:  

 

March 21, 2012  
 

The Board tabled these minutes until the next meeting. 

 

April 18, 2012 
 

Motion:  Andrea Eisenberg made the motion to accept the minutes 

from the Architectural Review Board Meeting of April 18, 2012. Jim 

MacDonald seconded the motion.  Bruce Hartleben abstained from 
voting because he was not at the April meeting.  The remainder of 

the Board voted aye.  
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Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 


